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ALGONQUIN RIDGE NEWS OCTOBER 2023 

 
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
Thank you to everyone who was able to make it to the school on the 28th for the “Meet the Teacher/Educator” evening. We had 
another great turnout and were thrilled to see so many families connecting with their children’s educators and that you were able to 
meet some classmates and their families.  I hope that everyone managed to sign up for a parent/teacher conference coming on 
November 16 (evening)-17th (morning). If you have not yet connected with the regular classroom teacher, please reach out to book 
a time for a meeting to discuss student learning to this point in the year. 

Our first School Council Meeting and Election took place near the end of September, and we were very excited to welcome several 
new faces—we also appreciate the commitment of all returning members of Council. Our council is made up of several parents, a 
teacher, a gr. 8 student and administration. Specific roles include the co-chairs, treasurer, and secretary but most members are simply 
‘parents at large’ with voting powers. At meetings we discuss what is going on in our school, share information and plan events and 
fundraising. Occasionally, we vote on how funds raised will be used to support student learning and school climate. We also have 
several parents who support us by attending regularly and lending a hand to make our initiatives a success. Beyond fundraising 
efforts, our council members, and highly involved parents are often our most reliable volunteers who work very hard to ensure that 
all children have fun and exciting things happening at school that make them want to come to school and to learn each day. Council’s 
hard work in this area ensures that the school can purchase and pay for a variety of things that make our school great--not the least 
of which is the extra-curricular sports and activities. Thank you to all the families who support these offerings through participation 
in our lunch programs or other fundraisers etc. Our next meeting will be held in the library at 6:30 pm on Monday Oct. 23rd. FYI--in 
the Winter months we plan to run meetings virtually, online with a link being sent only to those who contact the office to share their 
interest in attending. 

 In other news, we regret the necessity of closing the playground temporarily. We expect the sand to be re-tilled by the middle of 
next week which will allow us to reopen it for use during recess. We try to make the most of our outdoor spaces while the weather 
cooperates and Sept/early Oct. have been fantastic! Families should be prepared though for the rainy days that will eventually 
complicate our entry and dismissal routines. On rainy mornings we will ring the bell and invite students to enter beginning at 8:55 
(the time that supervision on the yard begins). It is important that each student enter through their regular door so that we can 
ensure supervision is in place and each child is able to get to their classroom safely. We always see a large increase in the number of 
drivers on rainy days. Please be aware that our regular routine and expectations for safe use of the school parking lot remain the 
same; students should only enter/exit vehicle in a parking spot or from the kiss-n-ride lane.  Please pull forward so that the cars 
behind you do not stack up all the way back to the sidewalk where they create a hazard for those braving the rain. The bus lane at 
the front remains closed.  As always, we love to see so many families choosing to walk and the number of bicycles in our racks has 
been inspiring. Keep it up! 

Cory McKeown 

Principal 
Algonquin Ridge Elementary School 
705 737-4080 x 20304 
Pronouns: He/His/Him 
cmckeown@scdsb.on.ca 
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CALENDAR    
Oct 11 – Cross Country Regionals at Innisfil Beach Park 
Oct 11 – Jr Boys Vball @ Warnica 
Oct 12 – Cross Country Regionals rain date 
Oct 12 – Football @ Sunnybrae 
Oct 12 – Jr Girls Vball – away game 
Oct 13 – Primary Fun Run at SCDSB Midhurst 
Oct 15 – Final day for Colts tickets 
Oct 16 – Regional Football @ Steele Street 
Oct 16 – Jr Girls Vball @ ARES 
Oct 17 – School Photo Day 
Oct 17 – Football vs Warnica 
Oct 18 – Cross Country Counties @ Mount St. Louis 
Oct 18 - Int Girls Bball @ ARES 
Oct 18 – Jr Boys Vball @ St Gabriels 
Oct 19 – Barrie Colts Game @ 7:00 
Oct 19 - Regional Football @ Steele St 
Oct 20 – PA Day – no school 
Oct 23 – School Council @ 6:30 pm 
Oct 23 – Raindate Regional Football @ Steele Street 
Oct 23 – Jr Girls Vball – home game 
Oct 24 – Int Girls Bball @ Maple Ridge 
Oct 25 – Flag Football Counties @ Barrie Sports Complex 
Oct 26 – Jr Girls Vball – away game 
Oct 26 – Jr Boys Vball - @ Hyde Park 
Oct 26 – Regional Football raindate 
Oct 30 – Jr Girls Vball @ ARES 
Oct 31 - Hallowe’en or Orange and Black Day 
Oct 31 – Jr Boys Vball vs Sunnybrae 
Nov 1 – Grade 7 Immunization Clinic 
Nov 1 - Jr Boys and Girls Vball Zones @ ARES 
Nov 1 – Int Girls Bball mini tournament @ ARES 
 
 

 
 
 
 

DAYS OF AWARENESS OCTOBER 2023-24  
Oct. 1st-31st  
2SLGBTQIA+ History Month 
Autism Awareness Month Canada 
Dyslexia Awareness Month Canada 
German Heritage Month 
Islamic Heritage Month 
Latin American Heritage Month 
Women’s History Month 
Oct. 2nd - International Day of Non-Violence 
                  World Habitat Day 
Oct. 4th - International Walk to School Day 
Oct. 4th-10th - Word Space Week 
Oct. 6th - World Cerebral Palsy Day 
Oct.7-8th - Simchat Torah 
Oct. 8-14th - National Fire Prevention Week 
Oct 9 - Thanksgiving 
Oct. 10th - World Mental Health Day 
Oct. 11th - International Day of the Girl Child 
                    National Coming Out Day 
Oct. 15-23rd - Sharad Navratri (Hinduism) 
Oct. 16th - 20th - National School Bus Safety Week 
Oct. 16th - 17th - Birth of Baha u llah (Bahai) 
Oct. 16th - Birth of the Bab (Bahai) 
                    World Food Day 
Oct. 17th - International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 
Oct. 18th - Persons Day 
Oct. 19th - International Pronouns Day 
                    School Bus Driver Appreciation Day 
 Oct 20th - Installation of the Guru Granth as Guru (Sikhism) 
                     Installation of Holy Scriptures of Guru Granth 
Sahib (Sikhism) 
Oct. 22nd -   Durga Ashtami (Hinduism) 
Oct. 23 -29 - Canadian Down Syndrome Week 
Oct. 24th - Vijayadashami, also known as Dussehra, Dasara or 
Dashain (Hinduism) 
Oct. 26th - Dress Purple Day - Association of Children’s Aid 
Societies 
Oct. 28 - Nov. 27 - Kathina (Buddhism) 
Oct. 29th - Pavarana (Buddhism) 
Oct. 31st - Nov. 1st 

                  - Karva Chauth (Hinduism) 
                    Samhain (Wicca)) 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OCTOBER PA DAY 

Please note that Friday, Oct. 20 is a PA Day for all SCDSB students. Please refer to the 2023-24 School Year Calendar on the SCDSB 

website for more information: www.scdsb.on.ca/elementary/planning_for_school/school_year_calendar. 

 

Below is a summary of the activities planned for the Oct. 20 PA Day: 

Length:   Full day 

Topic:                                     Health and Safety, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, and Mathematics 

Host:                                       Simcoe County District School Board 

Presenter(s)/facilitator(s):School board staff and school administrators and school leads 

Educators will participate in a half-day Health and Safety digital learning session focused on health and safety incident reporting and 
investigations with a particular emphasis on the essential aspect of workplace violence prevention. The session will equip staff with 
the knowledge and tools to report incidents effectively and promptly, provide insights into the investigative and risk mitigation 
process, fostering transparency and accountability, and highlight the critical role staff play in preventing workplace injuries. 
 
Educators will learn about Somali, Latino, South Asian, and African Black Indigenous heritage. They will collaboratively plan within 
grades and divisions. Through this, they will celebrate identities and create environments that foster well-being and sense of 
belonging. 
 

Educators will choose learning related to the Knowledgehook digital math tool based on their readiness. Different learning pathways 
have been planned for new users, those with some experience, and those who are ready to extend their use of the math tool. All 
participants will learn about how to invite parents/guardians to view their child’s progress. Additionally, educators will engage in 
High Impact Instructional Practices in Mathematics learning modules that align with their school’s Achievement in Mathematics goal.  
 
FIRE PREVENTION WEEK IS OCT. 8 TO 14 
This year, the 2023 Fire Prevention Week theme, ‘Cooking safety starts with YOU. Pay attention to fire prevention™’, works to 
educate everyone about simple but important actions they can take to keep themselves and those around them safe when 
cooking. For more information about Fire Prevention Week and this year’s theme, along with a wealth of resources to help promote 
the campaign locally, visit fpw.org  Information from the National Fire Protection Association website. 
 
SCHOOL BUS SAFETY WEEK AND SCHOOL BUS DRIVER APPRECIATION DAY 
School Bus Safety Week takes place Oct. 16 to 20, 2023. Please visit the Simcoe County Student Transportation Consortium (SCSTC) 
website at main.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca for information on school bus safety and links to school bus safety resources. Oct. 19, 
2023, is School Bus Driver Appreciation Day in the province of Ontario. It’s a great opportunity for the school community to thank 
our bus drivers for all their hard work transporting students to and from school safely.  
 
INCLEMENT WEATHER AND BUS CANCELLATION INFORMATION REMINDER 
All information regarding cancelled buses in Simcoe County is posted on the Simcoe County Student Transportation Consortium 
(SCSTC)’s bus information website at www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca. Our school is in the CENTRAL zone. When buses are 
cancelled, schools remain open for student learning, unless otherwise noted. School staff are expected to plan for such emergencies 
in order to transition students who are unable to attend due to inclement weather, to their online platforms (Google Classroom 
and/or SCDSBhub [Brightspace by D2L]) and continue with academic programming. It is always a family decision whether or not it is 
safe for their child(ren) to leave for school under severe weather conditions. 
The Consortium and bus operators try to make the decision to cancel school buses before 6 a.m. and make every effort to post 
announcements before 7 a.m. Inclement weather cancellations are effective for the whole day and buses cancelled in the morning 
will not run at the end of the day. You can follow the Consortium on Twitter @SCSTC_SchoolBus for bus cancellations and other 
information. You can also subscribe to receive bus delay notifications here: https://scstc.ca/Subscriptions/Login.aspx. 
 

SCHOOL BUS TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM THE SCSTC 
In order to receive delay and cancellation notifications, families can check the Simcoe County Student Transportation Consortium 
(SCSTC) website at www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca or download the ‘BusPlanner Delays’ app from the Apple or Android app stores 
to receive delay notifications to their devices. Users would need to select Simcoe County STC as the transportation authority. The 
app will need to be forced closed, but you will be able to select your student(s) routes or school to receive delays. 
The app will send a general notice for any cancellation in Simcoe County. You only need to know which ‘zone’ you’re in, so you 
would know which one to look out for in the app. You can find your student’s zone by visiting the School Bus Status page 
at www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca and clicking the dropdown for the area you live in. 
 

http://www.nfpa.org/fpw
http://main.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca/
file://///adminvs01/diroff/Communications/Communications%20Department/School%20Newsletter%20Items/2020-2021/October/www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca
https://twitter.com/SCSTC_SchoolBus?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://scstc.ca/Subscriptions/Login.aspx
http://www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca/
http://www.simcoecountyschoolbus.ca/


GET ON THE MOVE 
There are many benefits to walking or wheeling to school. Walking or wheeling to school reduces traffic, helps students establish 
healthy lifestyles, is better for the environment and enhances community safety. Wherever possible, we encourage students within 
walking zones to get on the move and walk or wheel to school. For more information please visit the Simcoe Muskoka District Health 
Unit website here: bit.ly/3OC4CJ9 
 
UPCOMING IN-PERSON GRADE 1 FRENCH IMMERSION INFORMATION SESSIONS 
The Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) offers French Immersion (FI) at select schools throughout Simcoe County beginning 
in Grade 1. The goal of the FI program is to enable students to communicate in French with a high level of proficiency, enabling them 
to function with ease in both English and French. 
 
Information sessions for families who are considering entry into Grade 1 FI for the 2024-25 school year will take place at Warnica 
Public School, 211 Warnica Road, November13th, 2023 (time TBA) and online applications will open in December 2023.  
 
Entry into the FI program will be determined through a digitally randomized lottery system. A link to access the Grade 1 FI online 
application form will be available on the SCDSB website starting at 9 a.m. on Friday, Dec. 1 until 4 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 15. For more 
information regarding French Immersion, visit www.scdsb.on.ca, then select ‘elementary’, and ‘French as a Second Language’. 
 
PARENTS’ GUIDE TO ASSESSMENT, EVALUATION AND REPORTING  
Learn to navigate the world of assessment, evaluation, and reporting with this new guide for parents/guardians. Created to support 
parents/guardians understanding of assessment, this guide was designed to effectively empower you to actively engage in your 
child's educational journey. The guide has been posted to the Simcoe County District School Board’s website and can be accessed via 
the following link: https://tinyurl.com/2urcm2tm.   

LICENSED PA DAY AND HOLIDAY SCHOOL-AGE CHILDCARE PROGRAMS 
Childcare programs for children in Kindergarten to Grade 6 are provided by independent, third-party childcare operators in some 
SCDSB schools. To support your childcare needs, some operators offer childcare on PA days and holidays including over the Winter 
Break, March Break, and during summer holidays. Registration in advance is required. Please contact the childcare operator directly 
to discuss fees and to register. 
 
INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT THE WAYS THAT THE SCDSB SUPPORTS STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS 
AND THEIR FAMILIES? JOIN US FOR A VIRTUAL SPECIAL EDUCATION OUTREACH SERIES 
The Simcoe County District School Board (SCDSB) is hosting virtual special education outreach sessions to assist parents/caregivers in 
learning more about programs, supports, and ways that we work together to support students with special education needs. 
 
The first session, IEPs and school-based assessments – information for parents/caregivers, will be held on Oct. 24 from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. This virtual presentation will include an opportunity for participants to share some of their questions regarding IEPs and special 
education programming.  
 
Participants are asked to register in advance. Information to access the sessions will be shared via email with individuals who have 
pre-registered. Learn more about upcoming sessions and how to register on the SCDSB website: 
www.scdsb.on.ca/elementary/special_education/special_education_outreach_sessions.   
 
HAVE YOU MET SORA? 
Our digital ebook/audiobook collection contains over 4,000 titles waiting to be checked out by our SCDSB students. Students simply 
download the app, use their SCDSB login and start reading for free on their phone or tablet. The collection can be accessed at: 
meet.soraapp.com.  
 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.simcoemuskokahealth.org%2FTopics%2FPhysicalActivity%2FActive-Transportation%2FActive-School-Travel&data=05%7C01%7Cafarrell%40scdsb.on.ca%7Cc83748915e0d4d5641e008da968ceba9%7C573d7e64d5434fd8b3da0c64adc4eb35%7C1%7C0%7C637987829241323286%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CaFprtsMNqI9%2BrQeV5DS%2Fhe1YubYJYAut1K49sd3IU8%3D&reserved=0
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http://www.scdsb.on.ca/elementary/special_education/special_education_outreach_sessions
https://meet.soraapp.com/


JOIN US! A LEARNING SERIES FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS WITH PINE RIVER INSTITUTE 
Mental health and well-being continues to be a key strategic priority within the scdsb. we are pleased to continue our partnership 
with the centre for family initiatives at Pine River Institute (cfi@pri) to provide several curated learning sessions focused on student 
mental health and well-being to scdsb families, staff and within the SCDSB broader school communities.  
There are eight webinars in the learning series specifically planned for parents/guardians and other caregivers during this school 
year.   
  

Oct. 26, 2023         Understanding and managing screen time, part one - gaming edition 
Nov. 9, 2023          Understanding and managing screen time, part two - social media edition 
Nov. 30, 2023        Helping parents align 
Jan. 11, 2024         Sleep hygiene       
Feb. 8, 2024           Self-regulation for kids 
Feb. 22, 2024         Self-regulation for teens 
Mar. 28, 2024        Building parents' resiliency 
Apr. 18, 2024         Vaping, weed, and alcohol   
 
We hope you save these dates in your calendar and join us for these learning opportunities. for more information and to register, 
please visit the scdsb website: https://bit.ly/3jgac74. 
 
Pine River Institute is a live-in treatment centre and outdoor leadership experience for youth aged 13 to 19 struggling with addictive 
behaviours and often other mental health issues. combining therapy with a fully accredited education program, Pine River Institute 
reinforces the healthy life skills required for a successful future. cfi@pri extends PRI’s knowledge, experience and evidence-informed 
treatment approach to families and care providers in the community to support youth mental wellness and prevent the need for 
more intensive interventions.  learn more about Pine River Institute by visiting their website at www.pineriverinstitute.com. 
 
SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD WITH MATH 
Are you curious about how you can support your child’s growth as a mathematician? visit the parents guide to mathematics at 
www.ontario.ca/page/new-math-curriculum-grades-1-8, where you can find a summary of the knowledge and skills your child will 
be learning as they progress through the grades, information about how you can support your child’s learning, and how the 
curriculum was developed.  
 
TVO Mathify offers free 1:1 online grade 4-12 math tutoring to scdsb students. connect with an Ontario certified teacher of your 
choice. it is anonymous and secure, and can be used from a phone, tablet, or computer. Math tutors are available from 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m. et Monday to Friday, and 3:30 to 9 p.m. et Sunday.  
 

All SCDSB students from grades 4-12 have been pre-registered for this amazing service. for quick access to TVO mathify: 

 

1. Find the link in your child’s google waffle to the 

scdsbhub.   

2. Look for the TVO mathify icon on their dashboard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your child will not need to enter their OEN number or any identifying information when tvo mathify is 
accessed through the scdsbhub. 
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REVISED 2023 ONTARIO LANGUAGE CURRICULUM  
Beginning this school year, all language programs for grades 1-8 will be based on the expectations of the revised Ontario language 
curriculum. The Ontario Curriculum, grades 1 to 8: Language, 2023 outlines the knowledge and skills required for effective reading 
and writing, listening, and speaking. so that students can succeed at school and beyond. The curriculum has been revised partly in 
response to the recommendations outlined in the Ontario Human Rights Commission’s Right to Read Public Inquiry Report. 

The 2023 curriculum now includes four strands: literacy connections and applications: 

1. foundations of language 
2. comprehension: understanding and responding to texts. 
3. composition: expressing ideas and creating texts. 

 

For more information, visit www.dcp.edu.gov.on.ca/en/key-changes-language to view a guide for parents/guardians on the Ministry 
of Education website. 
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